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Gems from the NFA Library 

9 a.m. Thursday, 13 August 2009 

NFA Convention  •  New York, NY 

Presented by  

Sandy Schwoebel  

Rachel Kaplan 

Christine Harper 

Marisa Martinez 

Are you searching for new repertoire? Try the NFA Library! 

Sometimes your routine inquiry Yields a surprising result! 

Or even With a little persistence — 
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A Forgotten Gem! The NFA Library 

is housed in the Music Library 

at the University of Arizona 

in Tucson 

History 

• Began in 1974 

• Started with 1000 items collected at the 
convention, all of which were donated 
by publishers or vendors 

• The Collection has grown each year 
with contributions from publishers, 
composers, and NFA members 

The library: 

• Is the largest lending library of flute 
music in the world 

• Contains over 15,000 items 

• Has Special Collections, which contain 
rare and out-of-print pieces 

• All of this music is available to NFA 
members! 

The Library contains music for: 

• Solo flute/flute alone (c flute, piccolo, 
alto and bass flutes) 

• Flute(s) and piano 

• Flute ensembles (duos, choirs, etc) 

• Flute and other winds, flute and voice 

• Flute and strings, flute and percussion 

• Flute and band or orchestra 

Why you should use  
the NFA Library: 

• Save $:  try before you buy 

• Recession Special: some music is very 
expensive 

• Out-of-print music available 

• Find antique musical gems 

• Delight in the old engraving processes 

The Special Collections 

• Gutkind Collection (650 items, most copyright 
1870-1923, much of it for flute and piano); 

• Medicus Collection (259 items, most 
copyright 1883-1935, equally split between 
solo music and ensemble); 

• Nielsen Collection (72 items, most copyright 
1880-1912, much of it for chamber 
ensemble); 

• Lewis Collection (329 items, most copyright 
1879-1926; much of it for piccolo). 

To Search: 

• Go to www.nfaonline.org and select      
Library Home 
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Select Your Option 

Redundant 

Select from here 

Borrowing Guidelines Locating Music 

NO!!!!! Don’t use this! 

Use this one! 

Search and Find Bookmark this page  
on your computer! Keywords 

Selection Result Search Again 
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Result Separate Your Search Fields Success! 

General Guidelines for Search 

• Be specific. 

• Use search words individually. 

• Be patient!  There is more Bach in the 
library than Piston. 

• You can only borrow sheet music that 
uses flute (I.e., cello and/or piano sheet 
music cannot be sent out). 

• You cannot borrow recordings. 

Download the Request Form 

Fill it out and mail it in Your order is processed by  
the NFA Student Librarian! 

Rachel Kaplan, NFA Student Librarian, 2007-09 

Help!  Library Support 
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New Music More Gems from the Library 

Upcoming Plans 

• Creating downloadable PDF’s of the library catalog 
and special collections. 

• Beginning the digitization of rare, out of print (and out 
of copyright) music, which will be available online. 

• Increasing the use of the library through convention 
and online tutorials. 

• Raising the profile of the library with regular updates 
in The Flutist Quarterly and the NFA E-Letter. 

• Listing recent acquisitions or featured titles in a space 
on the NFA website, with a link to the library page. 

Questions? 

• Sandy Schwoebel 

   NFA Library Liaison  
sandyschwoebel@aol.com 

   520-490-1817 


