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18 Debussy’s Syrinx: Mystery, Myth, and a Manuscript

by Kirsten Jan Price

Mystery clouds the origins, composition, and analysis of Debussy’s Syrinx. Detective work

has sleuthed out some answers, left lingering questions, and added insights to assist in

performance of this definitive piece as Debussy intended it to be heard.

28 Microtones and Big Flutes: An Interview with Composer Daniel Kessner

by Carla Rees

The prolific composer has created works for a spectrum of media and instruments—ranging

from percussion ensembles to opera to alto and bass flutes—and in a variety of styles, from

the avant-garde to “that wonderful gray area between tonality and atonality.”

36 An Early American Family of Flutists

by Wendell Dobbs

English emigrant Edward R. Riley and a dynasty of flute makers, performers, and publishers

contributed to the thriving musical environment of a young United States.
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