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by Mihoko Watanabe

An exploration of the inspiration behind Mei through interviews with the composer.

28 An Ulster Experience: Flute Bands in Northern Ireland
by Michael C. Stoune

In Northern Ireland—generally conceded to be the flute center of the universe—

bands play for the competitive fun, and out of long family traditions.

36 Valerie Coleman: Revitalizing the Woodwind Quintet
by Peter Westbrook

Flute performance, composing, Imani Winds, and the desire to bring great music to 

marginalized communities are among the passions that drive this determined musician.

As her ensemble enters its second decade, the self-described “average flutist” is sowing 

rewards for her steady, hard work.
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